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Ganges since 1833.   The people have be-
come more educated, more self-conscious,
more assertive, more keenly sensible of
the injury done to their self-respect by
their  relegation  to  meaner and  inferior
posts.   The example of Japan has demon-
strated to them that the assumed inferiority
of   Asiatics   derives   largely,   not   from
heredity but from environment.    Given a
suitable   education   and   upbringing,   an
Asiatic, they contend, may hold his own
in   most   departments   of   business   and
affairs.   To find themselves thus debarred
in their own country from every important
office outside judgeships appears to their
modern minds an unmerited stigma and
affront, and this they resent bitterly.    " If
you touch the self-respect of a person/'
said one speaker,  ** you touch what he
values more than life itself.*'   This exclu-
sion from higher posts came to reinforce
the  unrest aroused  by  the  partition  of
Bengal.      Here,    again,    the    engineer,
absorbed in the smooth working of his
glittering machinery, had steered the ship
of State into perilous waters, which, with